[image: image3.png]- 4
citizenReorps





Flag Day / Citizen Corps Day Local Event Suggestions

Simple Steps for Getting Your Community Engaged
Flag Day
 evokes civic responsibility, feelings of allegiance and service, and connects individuals to a sense of national unity and pride.  Flag Day also offers a visual reference to the flags that flew so prominently after September 11 and to the service of our men and women in uniform.  The message is clear and straightforward – we all have greater responsibility for our own safety and for helping our communities be safer too.  

We encourage you to focus on Flag Day as Citizen Corps Day to increase awareness and understanding of Citizen Corps and to draw attention to the local opportunities Citizen Corps provides for everyone in America to prepare, train, and volunteer.  Flag Day is on a Monday this year, so community events could start the weekend before, June 12-13, and continue through the “patriotic season” from June 14 to the Fourth of July!!!   

The guidelines below are intended to present easy and effective opportunities for encouraging citizens to become actively involved with Flag Day/Citizen Corps Day at the local level.  Beyond motivating the community at large to participate in Flag Day events, the local event suggestions may also be used to encourage local media to cover the Day’s events and area businesses or organizations to partner with your Council and/or provide donations for future activities.

These events are intended to increase AWARENESS and UNDERSTANDING of Citizen Corps, to convey the Citizen Corps mission, and to motivate people to take action!!  Good luck with your planning activities and be sure to include all your local Citizen Corps partners, including the four charter programs and the Citizen Corps affiliates.  

Flag Day/Citizen Corps Day Activities

ORDER FLAGS EARLY!!  It will be helpful to have plenty of flags on hand to connect your Citizen Corps outreach to Flag Day.  Also consider including the flag on flyers, pledge cards, and Citizen Corps materials to be distributed between Flag Day and July 4th.  Contact local stores that sell American flags to ask them to include preparedness and Citizen Corps information near the flag displays and purchase areas.  For stores that sell disaster supply kit items, ask about hanging a poster to remind people to create a kit or restock their supplies – have flyers available with a pre-printed “checklist/shopping list” and information about training and volunteer opportunities provided through your Citizen Corps Council.  

There are also lots of websites about the flag, the history of the flag, how to treat it properly, arts and crafts projects with a flag theme, listings of patriotic songs, etc.  In addition, the National Flag Day Foundation promotes a national pause for the pledge of allegiance every Flag Day at 7:00 pm EDT – this is the 25th Annual Pause for the Pledge of Allegiance.  A sampling of websites:

http://www.flagday.org/Pages/PausePage.html 

http://www.usflag.org/flag.day.html 

http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/flagday.htm 

City Proclamation

Every year, the President issues a proclamation on Flag Day.  The 2003 proclamation is on the White House website at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/06/20030606-10.html 

This year, we are asking the White House to include some language about Citizen Corps and the importance of having citizens participate in hometown security.  Ask your mayor or other appropriate elected official to issue a proclamation for your community.  Suggested language for a proclamation specifically on Flag Day as Citizen Corps Community Preparedness Day is attached … you are more than welcome to use or adapt this language.  
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Op Ed 

Use this opportunity to promote your Citizen Corps Council activities through an op-ed piece in your print media or on the local news.  Attached is some suggested language for an op-ed with a by-line from your Mayor or other community leader(s).  Again, please feel free to tailor this your community.  
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Flag Day Rally/Community Events

Consider hosting an inaugural Flag Day/Citizen Corps Day event – held outside as a block party, in a school gymnasium or mall, or in an area park – inviting citizens of all ages to attend.  Work with area businesses to provide food and beverages, live entertainment, and patriotic decorations.  Invite area officials, military representatives, and first responders to speak, and plan to have Council leaders provide remarks as well.  The event could include a mini-CERT training, first aid training and demonstrations, preparedness information and sample disaster supply kits and communications plans, educational games on how to handle emergency situations, Council-branded giveaways, and opportunities for attendees to ask local experts questions regarding community emergency plans.  

And think about tapping into the patriotic spirit with explanations of the flag’s symbolism, stories of the self-reliance of our early pioneers, fireworks, a BBQ contest, a pancake breakfast and more!

Pledge Cards

For any community event that you organize, consider having Pledge Cards available for people to fill out and state their pledge that over the course of the next year, they will: prepare disaster supplies kits at home, at the workplace, and in their vehicles; make a communications plan; take some from of first aid or emergency response training; and volunteer to support local first responders.  You can then enters these names and addresses and work with these individuals over the year to help them fulfill their pledge.  

You can also use the Pledge Cards as raffle entries for prizes such as disaster supplies kits, flash lights, crank radios, NOAA weather radios, and other safety equipment.

In addition, Lowe's, Kidde, American Red Cross, Home Safety Council and Nick Jr. Family Magazine have joined forces to launch a public service campaign to encourage home safety called Pledge to Prepare.  The campaign will help educate families about specific actions they can take to be ready for fires and other home emergencies.  

Beginning April 1, people of all ages can take the Pledge to Prepare by visiting any of Lowe’s 950 stores across the country or by going online to www.pledgetoprepare.com. By signing the pledge, people agree to have a family dialogue about safety and take several steps to make their homes safer.  Be sure to contact your local Lowe’s store to connect your efforts. 

Flag Day/Fourth of July Community Parade

Consider partnering with first responders, local officials, businesses, and other community organizations to include Citizen Corps information on preparedness, training, and volunteer opportunities in a Flag Day or Fourth of July Parade.  In addition, invite area schools, places of worship, and civic groups to participate.  Work with a local printing company to create a Flag Day Parade banner and t-shirts for volunteers to wear.  Instead of throwing candy, pass out Citizen Corps-branded emergency supplies (such as mini-flashlights, bottled water, and mini-first aid kits) and red, white, and blue giveaways.  Think about ways to involve youth groups, such as the boy scouts or girl scouts, or the F-H Club in helping with handing out Citizen Corps information along the parade route.  

Flag Day/Citizen Corps Day Crossroads

Consider working with your local mall owner, store managers, and security staff to transform your community shopping mall into a “Flag Day/Citizen Corps Day Crossroads.”  Invite the public to attend a special mini-CERT training at the mall, visit stores and receive specific emergency preparation information at each location (covering all-hazards topics such as fire safety, natural hazards, poison control information, crime prevention, home safety precautions, etc.)  Hold drawings for store gift certificates and emergency supplies, and challenge visitors to a trivia game at the end of the day to see how much they have learned about emergency preparation.  Consider inviting local officials and first responders to speak, and organize games for participants with “What would you do?” emergency scenarios.

Community Leaders Challenge

To provide an example of how easy it is to become involved in community preparedness, challenge your Mayor and local officials to get CERT trained and hold the final exercise around Flag Day at a local school or community outdoor facility, and invite the public and media to attend – photos of the Mayor or other dignitaries conducting cribbing or fire safety shows how straightforward these skills are and gives leaders the opportunity that they are following their own advice.  Urging others to get trained in emergency skills resonates a little bit better when leaders have done the same.   

Consider expanding upon this “challenge” by creating a competition among the officials completing the exam – such as city council members, judges, district attorneys, and city managers, among others.  And start a “challenge” among private sector businesses too!!

Local Parent Outreach
Parents tend to be an extremely supportive and vocal group for emergency preparation efforts.  With that in mind, consider reaching out to parents with upcoming Flag Day/Citizen Corps Day event information at PTA meetings, hospital maternity wards, daycare centers, and places of worship.  Doing so will likely build a strong volunteer base with such groups.

Retiring the Flag

The VFW and the American Legion host flag retirement ceremonies.  Encourage residents of the community to bring their worn flags to designated sites for appropriate retirement practices.  Be sure to have Citizen Corps information and pledge cards on hand too!

Student Essay Contest

Sponsor a local essay contest for area schools, with the theme of “What Flag Day Means to Me.”  Encourage students to be creative as possible, while thinking about what patriotism and pride in America should mean during this time in our nation’s history.  Judges could include teachers, local officials, military officers, and first responders such as police officers and firefighters.  Consider distributing patriotic-themed giveaways for all participants, and partner with area businesses to provide prizes for the winners – such as emergency supply kits, gift certificates or savings bonds – at a Flag Day/Citizen Corps Day event.  

Local Artist Participation

Reach out to local artists at all ages and skill levels to encourage the creation of patriotic art to share with the community.  Categories could include paintings, sculpture, pen and ink, mixed media – even a wall mural that everyone could participate in creating.  

Flag Day Junior Ambassadors

Because Flag Day falls during the summer, many area youth will be have sufficient free time to participate in local Flag Day/Citizen Corps Day activities.  Take advantage of this by reaching out to area 4-H, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, church youth groups, and other youth service organizations encouraging them to participate as Flag Day Junior Ambassadors.  Consider providing a mini-CERT training for such “ambassadors” prior to Flag Day and encouraging them to share their experience, as well as information about upcoming activities, with their families and others.  Additionally, the Flag Day Junior Ambassadors could share information about Flag Day/Citizen Corps Day events by posting signs, marching in existing area parades, sharing information through student and youth publications, etc.

Media opportunities
Be sure to contact your local media EARLY to work with them to get plenty of print and broadcast coverage of all your Citizen Corps outreach activities.  Work with radio stations to have on-air preparedness quizzes with questions like, “How many days should you have supplies stored at home to “camp out” if an emergency happens?” – “What makes a dirty bomb dirty” – “How long do you have to boil water to make it potable?” – “How many storms/record snowfall/record high temperature did the community have last year?” with winners getting free disaster supply kits.  Have local leaders record Citizen Corps messages to be played during June and July.  Invite the media to get training too and offer to give them “imbed” opportunities to shadow a local volunteer.  The media is a critical partner in keeping citizens involved throughout the year and especially important in providing information when an event occurs.  

� June 14 is the anniversary of the Flag Resolution of 1777, which established the Stars and Stripes as the official flag of the United States of America.  President Harry S. Truman signed an Act of Congress in 1949 establishing June 14 as National Flag Day.  
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Flag Day and Citizen Corps Community Preparedness Day, 2004
A Proclamation By ____________ 


Each year, we set aside June 14 to commemorate the day in 1777 when the Continental Congress adopted the Stars and Stripes as the official flag of our Republic. With this act, the Congress declared that we were one Nation, under one flag, united for the cause of liberty and justice for all.   


The image of the American flag is one of our strongest national symbols.  The flag reminds us of the freedoms we all cherish, unites us in times of national grief, and brings patriotic identity to international achievements in sport and science.  


In times of war, the flag has always gained prominence on the home front as a show of support for the men and women of the armed forces in harm’s way.  And as we support out troops, we must also reflect on our own contributions to the safety of this country.  Everyone in America now has a greater role, a greater responsibility for our nation’s well-being.  


Our flag now symbolizes more than patriotism, but action too and I call on everyone in America to embrace new ways to pledge allegiance.  Everyone can do something to be better prepared for the threats of crime, public health issues, terrorism, and disasters of all kinds and to help our communities do the same.      


Through Citizen Corps, our nationwide grassroots movement to engage everyone in America in local safety efforts, we can join with our nation’s first responders to better protect our communities.  We should all embrace the personal responsibility to be prepared, get training in first aid and emergency response skills, and volunteer to support local emergency responders, disaster relief, and community safety.  Through these actions, we will fulfill the Citizen Corps vision of “Uniting Communities ~ Preparing the Nation.”   


NOW, THEREFORE, I, __________, _________________, by virtue of the authority vested in me by _____________________, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2004, as Citizen Corps Community Preparedness Day. I urge everyone in __________ to prepare, train, and volunteer your time and your skills to support community safety.  We all have a role in hometown security and these actions will help make our families, our communities, and our nation safer for all.    


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this forteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 


(Signature) ____________________ 


# # #
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Personal Responsibility: The Foundation Of Our Homeland Security


By _________________


In a few short years, we’ve made tremendous progress as a nation shoring up our vulnerabilities to threats of all kinds – whether they’re natural or man-made, accidental or intentionally hostile. 


We owe an awesome debt to the thousands of federal, state and local officials and private-sector first responders who have, in that time, transformed their operations and procedures and put our towns, cities, states and regions on a better footing to respond to any emergency that may occur. 


But as unsung and heroic as their contributions have been to our readiness, there is an even quieter and equally able player in our lineup, the real foundation of our homeland security: the local volunteer.  


Through Citizen Corps, a component of President Bush’s USA Freedom Corps that is coordinated by the Department of Homeland Security, a growing legion of citizens are taking personal responsibility to make their families, their homes, and their communities safer from the threats of crime, terrorism, and disasters of all kinds.  They have realized that it’s still essential for ordinary citizens be prepared and trained to perform well when a calamity visits their community.


Consider that during 95 percent of all emergencies it is the victim or a bystander who provides the first, immediate assistance. The plain fact that while we have the best trained and equipped police, fire and rescue crews, EMTs, doctors and nurses and other formal emergency response teams in the world, they cannot be everywhere at every moment. We must rely on ordinary citizens to take it upon themselves to ensure the safety of their own homes, businesses and communities. 


And when individuals embrace this personal responsibility, there is a powerful cumulative effect. By putting together an emergency preparedness plan and survival supplies for their home or workplace, they’re not merely taking care of themselves and the people closest to them, they’re ensuring that professional first responders and disaster personnel will likely have one less emergency to answer to. They’re also setting an example for others that, person by person, house by house, and business by business we can reinforce an entire community’s defenses to the hazards that threaten their lives and property.


All this happens through a nationwide grassroots network of local Citizen Corps Councils that assemble area leaders – people in law enforcement, fire, public health, emergency services, emergency management, volunteer organizations and other community stakeholders – to design and implement activities that call for volunteer participation. In only two years, more than 1,100 communities in every state and territory have established Citizens Corps Councils, serving about nearly half of the U.S. population. 


In [city/community name], we are proud to have an active Citizen Corps Council working with residents to make our community safer.  Since our Council was formed, we have [examples of what the Council has done].  And citizens have stepped forward to help by [examples of what citizens, businesses, places of worship, schools, etc. have done and successful Citizen Corps programs].


These examples illustrate that people of all ages and skills have something to offer.  If you’re multilingual, good at computers, handy with tools, well organized, or even have a lot of time to give, you’re already a valuable resource to your community. Preparedness takes all kinds. 


On this Flag Day, a day that we reflect on what it means to be an American, I encourage all citizens of America to pledge their personal commitment to take an active role in hometown security.


Prepare. Make a plan for what you and your family will do in an emergency, and stock up on what you’ll need to weather it at home, at work, and in your car. You can learn more from the Citizen Corps website or by visiting Ready.gov.  Learn about emergency plans for schools, workplaces, and neighborhoods. Take steps to reduce property damage from potential natural hazards.  Help to reduce crime by being observant and reporting Citizen Corps guides to developing a disaster plan at home and work. 


Get trained. Learn CPR, first aid, search and rescue procedures through Community Emergency Response Team training or any number of other programs offered in communities around the country. More than 1,000 CERT programs exist now in all 50 states and territories and Citizen Corps affiliate programs offer a wide array of first aid courses. 


Volunteer. Whether it’s sandbagging during a flash flood, helping develop an improved community emergency communications system, participating in disaster preparedness exercises, providing administrative support in police stations to allow professional officers pursue criminal investigations, conducting door-to-door smoke detector campaigns, working with neighbors to get CERT training, or organizing local businesses to support a preparedness campaign – the bottom line is: get involved. 


The impulse to get involved in local civic life or to volunteer for worthy causes is a uniquely American impulse.  Since the tragic events of September 11, 2001, people across America have focused on the safety and security of others and have asked, “What can I do?” and “How can I help?”  Citizen Corps answers these questions and provides local opportunities to channel this interest and energy through preparedness, training, and volunteer service.  Our flag no longer symbolizes only patriotism, but action too.  And being an American citizen means taking a role in hometown security.  It is through that personal responsibility we will build a safer, stronger, better prepared nation.      
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